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nized. Until very recent years the agricultural public has been so concerned in the control of tuberculosis in man and cattle that very little attention has been paid to the disease in swine. Most farmers do not consider the disease a serious handicap because few animals stay on the farm long enough to become visibly sick.
It was formerly believed that hogs became infected with tuberculosis from association with infected cattle only, and it was assumed that as soon as cattle were freed from the disease the percentage of infection in swine would automatically decrease. This has not been the case, however, because hogs derive much of their infection from a tuberculous flock of chickens.
Cause of swine tuberculosis
Tuberculosis in man and all animals is a specific contagious disease. While there are three common types of the tuberculosis germ, namely human, cattle, and chicken, the bulk of the infection in hogs comes from cattle and chickens. Hogs may be infected with the human type of the disease, but this source of infection is far from common.
The tuberculosis germ, regardless of type, does not grow or multiply outside the human or animal body. It may remain alive for long periods, but is not able to grow until it enters the body of man or animal. The germ is easily destroyed by heat, but is able to withstand temperatures far below freezing. The smoking or salting of tuberculous meat products does not kill these germs effectively.
The germs of tuberculosis enter the body of healthy hogs by way of the mouth, and swine sick of the disease pass off the live germs in the manure. Coughed up material from an infected lung is re-swallowed and passes out through the intestinal tract.
It is unlikely that hogs become infected to any extent from direct association with other diseased swine, but